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Greater Lebanon Refuse 
Authority (GLRA) was 
formed under the guidance 
of the Regional Planning 
Commission in 1959. It is 
comprised of one repre-
sentative from each of Leb-
anon County's twenty-five 
municipalities. GLRA is 
committed to managing 
a comprehensive solid 
waste management sys-
tem in accordance with 
Lebanon County's Solid 
Waste Management Plan.  

GLRA operates the facility 
in a manner that protects 
the health and safety of 
the residents of Lebanon 
County and the quality of 
the environment. The fa-
cility accepts an average 
of 417 tons of regulated 
municipal solid waste from 
Lebanon County each 
day---about 130,000 tons 
annually.

If you have ever wondered 
what happens to your trash 
after it is picked up from 
the curb, visit the landfill 
facilities for a tour and find 
out.  Contact Amy Maz-
zella di Bosco, Recycling 
Coordinator, (717) 867-
5790 Ext. 307 to arrange a 
tour of the landfill for your 
school class, community 
group, business or orga-
nization.  

About GLRA 
The Little Landfill That Could...Did!

In 2025 we are closing the last chapter in the history of Lebanon County's first 
planned 30-year, 53-acre, 7-cell, double lined landfill complex. What began in 
1988 as a result of Pennsylvania passing Act 94, which at the time contained 
some of the most stringent landfill regulations in the country, is now a state-
of-the-art, self-supporting solid waste and recycling complex that effortlessly 
blends in to the surrounding farmland.

When GLRA's first lined landfill Cell 1 opened in 1991 as the regulated des-
tination for Lebanon County's municipal solid waste, Lebanon County had a 
population of about 113,000 that generated about 78,000 tons annually. Fast 
forward to 2025, we are entering the final stages of planning closure of the fi-
nal landfill Cell 7 later this year. Today, we service over 143,000 residents and 
take in about 130,000 tons of municipal solid waste annually.

What was planned for Lebanon County's "little landfill" back in 1991 was a 
state-of-the-art facility that would be able to handle the municipal solid waste 
produced by Lebanon County's population for the next 28 years...Fast forward 
to today, we have exceeded that life expectancy by about seven (7) years 
amidst a growing population! GLRA proudly attributes that to 80% of Lebanon  
County with curbside recycling programs that divert such materials from the 
trash as well as GLRA's progressive and smart use of technology, such as 
compaction equipment, GPS, and the use of alternative daily covers over soil.

As GLRA enters its next generation landfill as you will read about on Page 8 of 
this newsletter, we are excited to see what the next 24 years bring!      
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•CHAIRMAN
  John Poff
  South Lebanon Township
•VICE CHAIRMAN
  Bonnie Grumbine
  North Lebanon Township 
•SECRETARY
  Brent McFeaters    
  North Annville Township
•ASSISTANT SECRETARY
  LuAnn Horn
  West Lebanon Township
•TREASURER
  Clifford R. Berger
  Bethel Township
•ASSISTANT TREASURER
  Charles Olt
  South Londonderry Township
•Joseph Viozzi/Thomas Embich
  Annville Township
•Elizabeth Lindsay 
  Cleona Borough
• Howard MacFadden
  Cornwall Borough
•Frankleen Gibson
  East Hanover Township
•Christine Horst
  Heidelberg Township
•Jeremiah Boyer
  Jackson Township
•Paul Bird
  Jonestown Borough
•Constance Bretz 
  Lebanon City
• Roberta H. DeSantis 
  Millcreek Township
•Karl Kerchner 
  Mount Gretna Borough
•Barry Ludwig
  Myerstown Borough
•Jean Long
  North Cornwall Township
•Heidi Neiswender 
  North Londonderry Township 
•Eric D. Adams
  Palmyra Borough
•William Behney    
  Richland Borough
•Ed Fogelsanger
  South Annville Township
•James W. Cantrell, Jr.
  Swatara Township 
•Larry Herr    
  Union Township
•David Lloyd
  West Cornwall Township

 Board  Members Landfill Rules and Requirements
Address:     		      1800 Russell Road, Lebanon, Pennsylvania 17046
	      		

Hours of Operation:        Monday through Friday         7:00 AM  to   4:00 PM
        			       Saturday		          	    8:00 AM  to 12:00 PM

NEW | RENEWAL Licenses must be in by 3:30 PM Weekdays and 11:30 AM Saturdays.

Vehicles must be unloaded and off site by 4:00 PM weekdays and 12:00 PM Saturdays.
Incoming gate closes at 3:50 PM weekdays and 11:45 AM Saturdays.

The landfill may close in the event of severe weather. No advanced warning may be 
given to closing the facility for a short time due to localized lightning or electrical storms.  
Please check Latest News on the homepage of our website at www.goglra.org.      
Listen to one of these local radio stations:  WLBR 1270 AM, 99.7 WiLBuR FM, and 
Froggy Valley 100.1 FM. On television, watch ABC News 27 WHTM-TV for any closure 
announcements.   

All OPEN loads of waste MUST BE TARPED.

Make sure there are NO HOT ASHES in loads.

All customers must have a valid license.  Licenses are obtained at the Scalehouse 
after providing the following forms of  VALID  identification:      		
	 1) drivers license
         	 2) vehicle insurance card 
  	 3) registration card to vehicle

License Cost:	
Cash Customer License -		             $5 per year per vehicle

Commercial Customer License -	 	            $25 per year per vehicle

Commercial Act 90 Waste Transporter License -   Vehicles that have a valid DEP Waste
					                          Transporter License and meet  GLRA's  
					            insurance requirements will be
					                     issued a GLRA license at no charge. 

Vehicles over 17,000 pounds and Trailers over 10,000 pounds require a DEP Waste 
Transporter License per Act 90 of 2002.  All vehicles or trailers under these conditions 
must have the DEP Waste Transporter License in order to access GLRA's Facilities.
To obtain information online on how to obtain the DEP Waste Transporter License go 
to www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Land/Waste/SolidWaste/Municipal-Resid-
ual-Waste--Transportation/Pages/default.aspx or call DEP at 717-783-9258.      

Charge accounts are available to commercial licensees with a MINIMUM of 60 tons 
of waste delivered during the previous calendar year to qualify. 

COMMERCIAL CUSTOMER LICENSES HAVE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS.                                                                      
For more information or any questions on commercial customer license requirements,       
contact our office by phone at (717) 867-5790 or by email at info@goglra.org. 

The following types of waste are UNACCEPTABLE for disposal at GLRA's facility:
	 ELECTRONIC WASTE			  EXPLOSIVES
	 LIQUID WASTE			   HAZARDOUS WASTE
	 RADIOACTIVE WASTE    		  CHEMOTHERAPEUTIC WASTE 	
	 INFECTIOUS WASTE			   PATHOLOGICAL WASTE
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Bicycle     	 $   1.00 each
Motorcycle 				    $  2.00 each
Car	      		  12" to 17"	 $  4.00 each
Truck	     		  15" to 17"	 $  6.00 each
Truck 	     		  18" to 23"	 $12.00 each

Other Tires will be weighed at 20¢ per pound
(Farm, Tractor, Heavy Equipment)

GLRA  License  Required

Restrictions:	     No Rims
Rubber Tires Only (Steel Belted or Bias)

Memorial Day	      May 26    	    Closed

Independence Day     July 4      	    Closed

Labor Day		       Sep 1      	    Closed

Thanksgiving Day	     Nov 27    	    Closed

Christmas Eve	      Dec 24   	  Close at Noon

Christmas Day           Dec 25    	    Closed

New Year's Eve          Dec 31     Close at Noon

New Year's Day	      Jan 1	              Closed

2025 Holiday Schedule

Acceptable Forms of Payment

Tire Disposal Fees

All customers disposing of trash will have the  option to 
pay using one of these acceptable forms of payment:

*Please note that there will be a 3.0% surcharge 
applied to each credit card payment transaction.  

• Cash
• Personal Check 
• Debit

• Visa*
• MasterCard*
• Discover*
• American Express*

2025 Trash Fee Schedule
GLRA ONLY accepts the following waste types:

Residential Waste
Commercial Waste
Construction Waste
Demolition Debris
Clean Fill
Residual Waste 
Green Waste
Clean Wood

Tipping Fee
$72.00 per ton
$36.00 minimum fee (up to 1000 pounds)

Includes Residential Waste, Commercial Waste, Industrial 
Waste, Construction Waste, Demolition Debris, Clean Fill, 
and Tree Stumps.  

There is a $15.00 surcharge on each appliance containing 
freon in addition to the tipping fee. 

Special Handling Fee
$80.00 per ton
$40.00 minimum fee (up to 1000 pounds)

Special Handling of municipal waste requires a pit to be 
dug for immediate disposal and closure after placement of 
the waste. An Equipment Usage Fee may also be charged 
in addition to the Special Handling Fee.   

Green Waste Fee
$36.00 per ton
$18.00 minimum fee (up to 1000 pounds)

Includes leaves, tree trimmings, grass clippings, garden 
residue, shrubbery, branches, limbs, prunings less than 
4 inches in diameter.

DOES NOT INCLUDE  plastic bags, rocks, treated or 
painted wood, tree stumps or tree trunks.

Clean Wood Fee
$36.00 per ton
$18.00 minimum fee (up to 1000 pounds)

Includes any untreated or unpainted wood products such 
as lumber, lumber scraps, or wood pallets which are 
free of any chemicals, paint, oils, solvents, epoxy glue 
or heavy metals.
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What's a Commercial License?
Often there is confusion as to whether an individual’s        
vehicle would be licensed as a Commercial Custom-
er or a Residential Customer. Individuals often think 
that Commercial Licenses (permits) are only for those 
that pick up municipal solid waste (MSW) on a regular    
basis around the County using a garbage truck.  

For purposes of licensing a vehicle, a Commercial Li-
cense (permit) is defined as anyone who collects and 
hauls municipal solid waste and or residual waste for 
a fee, generally in a truck with more than four wheels. 
This category also includes any size of vehicle 
that is used to collect waste from any property, 
job site, or location other than the property of the 
licensee for a fee.  A few examples are:  landlords; 
junk removal; waste removal from someone other 
than yourself; and house clean-outs for foreclosures.  

Residential Licenses (permits) are reserved only for 
those individuals who are bringing their OWN house-
hold trash into the landfill for disposal. When you are 
ready to bring your waste into the GLRA, and are still 
confused as to which license you will need, feel free to 
call into our office at (717) 867-5790 and someone will 
be available to assist you! 

A commercial license must be affixed to the front driver's side  
bumper of a vehicle that is commercially hauling municipal waste.   

Pennsylvania Act 90 Recap
What is Act 90? 
Act 90, Pennsylva-
nia's Waste Trans-
portation Safety 
Program, requires 
all waste trans-
portation vehicles 
(trucks and truck 
tractors with a reg-
istered gross vehi-
cle weight greater than 17,000 lbs. and trailers with 
a registered gross vehicle weight greater than 10,000 
lbs.) transporting municipal or residual waste to waste 
processing or disposal facilities in Pennsylvania to 
have a valid Waste Transporter Authorization. The law 
prohibits processing and disposal facilities from ac-
cepting waste from waste transportation vehicles that 
do not have a valid authorization.

What does "Regularly Used" mean?
“Regularly Used” refers to the transportation of munici-
pal or residual waste by a motor carrier vehicle or waste 
trailer if the transportation is being done for commercial 
purposes or in furtherance of a business. Publicly owned 
motor carrier vehicles and waste trailers are regularly 
used if the transportation is being done for the collec-
tion and transportation of municipal or residual waste.

Are Farm Vehicles Included?
Yes, if the gross vehicle weight rating of the truck or 
truck tractor is greater than 17,000 lbs. and or a trailer 
is over 10,000 lbs.

Important Information
Waste transportation vehicles with expired stickers/
cab cards are not permitted to dispose of waste at sol-
id waste facilities in Pennsylvania. Accepting waste at 
processing or disposal facilities in Pennsylvania, from 
an unauthorized waste hauler, is a violation of Act 90. 
Haulers are reminded that they should submit a re-
newal at least 90 days prior to their expiration date to 
ensure no lapse in their authorization. Any questions 
should be directed to DEP at 717-783-9258.

Submit Commercial License Application Online
The GLRA's Commercial License Packet is now an  
ONLINE application process. It's paperless! No more 
paper documents! It is an instant ONLINE submission.
GO to the homepage of our website www.goglra.org
CLICK the Commercial License Application BUTTON  
located on the BANNER at the BOTTOM of our 
homepage. Please call with any questions or concerns!  
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2024 GLRA Annual Employee Recognition Ceremony
At its Annual Employee Recognition Ceremony held on December 13, 2024, GLRA 
honored James Hess as the 2024 Employee of the Year. 

James, a Laborer with GLRA, was recommended to the Selection Committee by his 
fellow employees for his outstanding performance, dedication and the contributions 
he has made in helping GLRA achieve its goals. These notable qualities, along with 
his willingness to help others, train new employees, and take on new tasks to try and 
further develop himself, earned him this recognition from his fellow GLRA employ-
ees. James has become a quintessential part of the team here at GLRA. 

In appreciation and achievement for the 2024 Employee of the Year, James was    
presented with a gift of his choice valued at $500.

Longevity awards are presented each year to GLRA employees that have achieved 
noteworthy years of dedicated service to the organization. Five GLRA employees 
received a longevity award in 2024:   

Stephen Smith, Truck Driver                                                        - 10 Years of Service
Robert "Skip" Garner, Executive Director                                  -   5 Years of Service
Christopher Burns, Recycling Attendant                                    -   5 Years of Service
Timothy Pyles, Recycling Attendant                                           -   5 Years of Service
Marvin "Marty" Zimmerman, Recycling Attendant                 -   5 Years of Service
	
In recognition for their years of service, these individuals were presented with a gift 
of their choice based on a monetary value specific to the year level of service.  

On left, GLRA Employee of the Year 
James Hess, and on right, 

Executive Director Skip Garner
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We Are "Away"
In today’s everchanging world we find ourselves updating cell phones, 
replacing box spring and mattresses, buying to-go food, and bagging 
groceries in plastic bags. These aspects of today’s world are just a few 
examples of items we would like to recycle but they often get discarded 
as it is simply cleaner, quicker or easier. It is these types of products, 
along with the planned obsolescence of products we need for modern 
everyday life that have led us toward becoming a “Throw-Away Society”.          

A recent article in Orion Magazine stated that in a throw-away society 
“away is somewhere”. The author, Meera Subramanian an environmen-
tal journalist, inferred that away for plastic is an island of waste afloat 
somewhere in the south Atlantic. 

The truth is, that here in Lebanon County “away” is our system of waste 
haulers, recycling drop-off facilities, and the GLRA landfill. I fully under-
stand that plastics and micro plastics have become ubiquitous in our 
modern world. However, I believe by separating recyclables, and utilizing a hauler to transport your waste and 
recyclables to the designated facilities you are assuring your byproducts of today’s world are being properly 
collected and managed and that potential releases are being mitigated to the fullest extent possible. In other 
words, here in Lebanon County it is easy to do your part.  

Lebanon County boasts 18 out of 25 potential municipal curbside re-
cycling programs that allow residents to place separated recyclables 
curbside and have them picked up every other week. These programs 
are very convenient and mirror waste removal programs that have been 
well established for over 50 years.  

Recycling drop-off facilities abound in the county. These facilities provide 
recycling for everything from batteries, tires, motor oil, glass, plastics, to 
junk mail.  GLRA offers a centralized location to recycle a wide variety of 
materials including:  #1 PET plastic bottles; #1 PET plastic thermoform 
packaging; frosted and colored HDPE plastic bottles; clear, amber and 
green glass; aluminum and steel cans; cardboard; magazines; mixed 
office paper and junk mail; empty propane cylinders; and tires. 
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GLRA also provides free recycling of electronics. This includes televisions, computers, monitors, and other 
computer peripherals. You can also drop of single use and rechargeable batteries for recycling at the same 
location. The above options for recycling provide the residents of Lebanon County convenient, efficient options 
to do the right thing and recycle.  

The GLRA Landfill provides the citizens of Lebanon County a centralized disposal option for items that are not 
recyclable. Dirty diapers, broken windows, old furniture, floor sweepings, old mattresses, unwanted toys and 
all  other materials identified as municipal solid waste get delivered to our site for proper management. GLRA 
manages about 500 tons a day of waste generated in Lebanon County.  In other words, here in Lebanon County 
the GLRA is the “away” when thinking of properly handling your waste and recycling needs.  

The landfill is a state-of-the-art facility designed to keep waste generated during our everyday lives from en-
tering the environment. The water that drains from the landfill is called leachate which is captured via a double 
lined containment system and treated by the City of Lebanon Authority prior to discharge. The other byproduct 
of all modern waste management systems is methane gas that comes from the decomposition of waste in the 
landfill. Here in Lebanon County the entire landfill is maintained under negative pressure. This vacuum system 
is comprised of over 40 wells used to capture the methane. The gas is then plumbed to a landfill gas-to-energy 
plant, which generates enough energy to power 2,400 homes each day.  
 
So not only is GLRA offering convenient recycling options, but it also is providing a sound environmentally se-
cure landfill for the myriad of wastes that cannot be recycled. Rest assured, your “away” is part of an integrated 
system whose mission is to manage and dispose of Lebanon County's waste in a manner that protects the 
health and safety of the public, its workers, and the quality of the environment. 

Article contributed by Robert "Skip" Garner, Executive Director at GLRA.
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Life of Lebanon County’s Next Generation Landfill
In response to the expected completion of the existing Schilling Landfill in mid to late 2025, the GLRA has begun 
placing waste in Lebanon County’s Next Generation Landfill known as the Heilmandale Expansion. The Heilman-
dale Expansion will be fully lined top and bottom and include gas and leachate collection systems to protect the 
environment from pollutants. 

In total, this expansion will consist of six (6) cells, or sections of the overall landfill, numbered 8-13. Each cell of 
approximately eight (8) acres is constructed independently, butting up against the previously completed cell. Con-
struction will continue in a circular pattern until the final Cell 13 completes the overall landfill footprint of about 48 
acres by tying back into the eastern side of Cell 8. 

Preliminary estimates based on the worst-case scenario maximum allowable average daily tonnage of 750 tons/
day indicate a proposed life expectancy of 2.5 years per cell for an overall total of 15 years of landfill capacity. 
The reality is that the GLRA will not 
be receiving the maximum allowable 
tonnage every day. So more conser-
vative estimates based off the true 
average daily tonnage of about 500 
tons per day extend each cell’s life 
expectancy to closer to four (4) years, 
which increases the overall landfill life 
expectancy to around 24 years. 

When the GLRA approaches com-
pletion of the Heilmandale Expansion 
around the year 2047 another gener-
ation of landfill will need to be consid-
ered. Right now, the two (2) most log-
ical options for continued expansion 
are filling in the valley between the 
Schilling and Heilmandale Landfills 
or piggybacking on top of the exist-
ing Schilling Landfill after it has had a 
few decades to settle. Both scenarios 
offer unique benefits and challenges 
that will need to be assessed in order 
for the GLRA to continue to manage 
and dispose of Lebanon County’s 
waste in a manner that protects the 
health and safety of the public, our 
workers, and the quality of the envi-
ronment. 

Article contributed by James M. Zendek, P.E., Senior Staff Engineer at GLRA.
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L   ck In for Expansion and Restoration
As many people know, Lebanon County is home to the oldest 
existing transportation tunnel in the United States. This tun-
nel connects the Eastern and Western branches of the Union 
Canal and is situated at the heart of the Union Canal Tunnel 
Park. What not as many people know, is that a small branch 
of the main canal travels North from the North Portal of the 
Tunnel and passes right next to the GLRA. Along this small 
stream are sixteen canal locks, three of which can be found 
on GLRA land and are tended to by GLRA employees.

Interest in the GLRA canal locks began in the late 80s and 
early 90s when a previous executive director, Mike Pavelek, 
saw the potential to bring conservation, community involve-
ment, and historical preservation to the landfill. With his direc-
tion, these three overgrown locks turned into a beautiful com-
munity facility boasting a mile long walking trail. The walking 
trail began with the Lebanon City Schools Class of 1998 and 
was expanded upon by various volunteer groups including neighbors Austin and Russell Heller and groups of 
local eighth-graders. Now after more than 20 years since its introduction, the GLRA Union Canal Trail and the 
three locks will be undergoing an expansion and restoration!

Plans for the expansion and restoration have already begun with clearing away brush from the locks, removing 
dead trees from the trail site, and generally laying the groundwork for the bulk of the expansion to come in the 
Spring. From here, documentation of the locks will be conducted by GLRA engineers to preserve their history 
before the restoration process takes place. The restoration of the three locks will be accomplished by GLRA           
employees with input from the Lebanon County Historical Society on best practices to ensure the locks’ integrity.

In early Spring, safety features will be implemented along with 
planting of native grasses and plants and any finishing touch-
es to the actual trail. The trail itself will be composed of two 
loops. The first loop starts from the parking area, next to the old 
Main Office at the corner of Russel Road and Emma Road, and   
travels along the original route for a quarter mile. Here the first 
loop branches to the West and winds through a meadow of na-
tive grasses and wildflowers before turning South to wrap back 
to the parking lot. The second loop starts similarly but branch-
es to the East at the quarter mile mark. Here you descend a 
hand-dug staircase to the base of the first canal lock and follow 
a trail to the North-West skirting along the stream edge. On 
your way back to the parking area, you will pass by all three 
canal locks and walk along the edge of the wildflower meadow.

The bulk of the expansion and restoration will be completed 
by May 2025 just in time for the annual Union Canal Days at 
the Union Canal Tunnel Park. After the main expansion this 
Spring, more features will be added as community involvement 
increases. Some features already suggested by GLRA employ-
ees include a foot bridge, a bird watching platform, and more!

If you are interested in learning more about the history of the 
three GLRA Canal Locks, if you have suggestions for our walk-

ing trail, or if you want to volunteer during the restoration process, please give us a call! Here at GLRA, we are 
“locked” in and ready to learn and preserve our little patch of history. 

Article contributed by Morgan E. Lusch, Staff Engineer at GLRA.
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Burning Trash Is A Thing Of The Past…
Open burning is an intentional fire lit where air contaminants emit directly into the outdoor atmosphere. Residential 
open burning is regulated in Pennsylvania and by many Lebanon County municipalities.  

Why shouldn’t we burn just anything?  

Decades ago, our waste consisted of much “simpler” materials. Nowadays, synthetic materials are majorly domi-
nating our society. When these synthetic materials are burned, toxic smoke pollutes the air we breathe.   

Open burning isn’t just dangerous to the individual conducting the burn. Irresponsible burning creates carcinogenic 
smoke, a big contributor to respiratory issues, short and long-term. This smoke may cause damage to vegetation, 
human and animal health. Lebanon County issues burn bans but burning violations often times still occur whether 
lack of common sense, lack of education on open burning and even deliberate disregard for such advisories. The 
spread of open burning, much like wildfires, is especially prevalent during drought and high-wind events. All it may 
take is a spark or popping ember. Unfortunately, many man-made fires spread and cause acres of damage, de-
stroying buildings, homes and lives. 

What causes this toxic smoke? 

Materials that burn black, producing toxic smoke, are most synthetic materials such as rubber (tires), carpet, fuel, 
textiles (clothing), polystyrene foam (take-out containers & packaging), chemicals, plastics, shingles, paint, treated 
wood, upholstery (automobile and furniture), batteries, even printed paper, due to the inks, bindings and page coat-
ings – the list doesn’t stop there!   

Residents aren’t the only contributing factors, right? 

Greater Lebanon Refuse Authority assists with prohibited 
commercial burning. GLRA Regulations prohibit commer-
cial businesses from open burning municipal solid waste, 
construction/demolition and residual wastes. Commer-
cial Burning also includes landlords and farms. Farms do 
have an agricultural exemption on the basis of burning but 
only natural organic materials grown on the farm. Farmers 
are prohibited from burning those same materials which 
cause toxic smoke as mentioned above. There are poten-
tial penalties which may be issued for such open burning 
violations. Our first approach is education, our last resort 
is enforcement.  

How can you help protect your community and envi-
ronment?  

If you see thick, black smoke or a questionable pile of 
furniture, trash or demolition materials, contact the local 
township or borough office. Provide supporting informa-
tion like an address, an image of the smoke or pile, and 
when it occurred. They will know how to address reports 
of open burning in relation to an established ordinance 
and potentially take the complaint to task themselves or 
refer it through the proper channels.  

At day’s end, these regulations aren’t about stomping on 
our “rights”, they are about health, safety and quality of 
life. You may recycle a variety of materials, reuse contain-
ers or jars as storage or for crafts, repurpose or donate 
gently used textiles and housewares. Utilize waste hauler 
services and discard your trash. It comes here, to GLRA, 
where it’s managed properly. WE can contribute to cleaner 
air for ourselves and our future generations.

Article contributed by Michelle Miller, Compliance Officer at GLRA.



2025
11

GLRA As A Classroom
Greater Lebanon Refuse Authority is Lebanon County’s Landfill. As 
a resident, you put your trash in your curbside trash bin, your trash 
man picks it up and brings it here. It’s that simple, right? Wrong… 
Although that’s how most of the general public views our facility, 
our landfill is so much more. From the DEP Guidelines and test-
ing requirements we must purposefully follow, to the active Wildlife 
Conservation Plan we are continuously building, to our daily busi-
ness practices, there are countless learning opportunities within our 
organization. 

Think of GLRA as a classroom…I promise, there’s a lot more to learn here than you expect. For instance, many 
people may not realize, but GLRA hosts guided bus tours for local schools, clubs, organizations, and other inter-
ested parties. This allows residents of all ages to learn about the landfill in an interactive setting where they can 
observe our processes and ask questions. GLRA even pays the school bus transportation cost of the tour for Leb-
anon County Schools K-12. In that regard, GLRA is literally used as a classroom. 

One of the many topics people seem to find interesting about our 
landfill is that we convert our natural “landfill gas” to electricity. This 
process happens when waste begins to decompose, and it natu-
rally creates “landfill gas.” The landfill gas is then filtered through 
our gas collection system to our current energy partner’s (NextEra 
Energy) engines where it is then converted into electricity.  GLRA 
has had a Landfill Gas-to-Energy Plant on-site since 1986. What 
began as a small plant generating an average of 1,200 kilowatts 
of electricity per hour or enough electricity for 120 homes each 
day; has grown into a new facility housing an education center that 
generates an average of 3,200 kilowatts of electricity per hour and 
electricity for approximately 2,400 homes each day.  

As mentioned above, our Wildlife Conservation Plan is something the 
GLRA is very proud of. What started out simply as bluebird, kestrel 
and owl boxes is now an ever-evolving plan. GLRA has gone above 
and beyond to help create optimal conditions for our local wildlife. 
Currently there are bluebird, bat, owl, honeybee and kestrel boxes on 
site, all of which are regularly monitored and maintained by our staff. 
We also work closely with ZooAmerica®’s Kestrel Conservation Proj-
ect. We typically provide their team a day to come out and safely band 
any kestrel fledglings while taking all their needed measurements for 
research purposes. While this may sound like a lot, I’m sure that by 
next year we will have added even more to this amazing plan. Learn-
ing and growing is always in the forefront for this organization.

This is just the tip of the iceberg though...Greater Lebanon Refuse 
Authority has so many interesting elements, and this organization, 
while integral to disposing of Lebanon County’s municipal solid 
waste, still has so much more to offer in terms of learning and 
educating the public. Just as classrooms are equipped with edu-
cational resources such as books, computers, and other learning 
materials, GLRA's resources offer the same opportunities to gain  
knowledge and develop new skills. GLRA is truly a classroom for 
Lebanon County.

Article contributed by Emilie M. Sandoval, Operations Support 
Specialist at GLRA.
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Only $12 per cubic yard
A Tarp is Required

MONDAYS	      8:00 am to 11:00 am
TUESDAYS	      8:00 am to 11:00 am
WEDNESDAYS    8:00 am to 11:00 am
THURSDAYS	      8:00 am to 11:00 am
FRIDAYS	      8:00 am to 11:00 am
SATURDAYS	      8:30 am to 11:30 am

GLRA Management Staff 

Daily Loading Schedule

 2025 
Plant Bedding

ONLY 
Wood Mulch NOT Available

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Robert "Skip" Garner

OPERATIONS MANAGER
Loretta M. Baker

ASSISTANT OPERATIONS MANAGER
Zachary Michael

SENIOR STAFF ENGINEER
James M. Zendek, P.E.

STAFF ENGINEER
Morgan E. Lusch

RECYCLING COORDINATOR
Amy Mazzella di Bosco

COMPLIANCE OFFICER
Michelle Miller

 
STAFF ACCOUNTANT/HR MANAGER

Jessica Rodríguez Ferrer

SOLICITOR
Weiss Burkett

FREE
LEBANON COUNTY  

SHRED EVENT
JUNE 13, 2025

8:00 AM TO 12:00 PM
PAPER Documents ONLY!

LIMIT PER VEHICLE is 
5 File Boxes (12" x 18") or  

5 Brown Paper Grocery Bags

NO PLASTIC BAGS, NO BINDERS, 
NO BINDER CLIPS, NO METAL, 

OR ANY TYPE OF TRASH!

Event location at the  
Greater Lebanon Refuse Authority

Electronics Recycling Center 
1805 Russell Road, Lebanon

Please check our website on June 
1st to confirm event date and time! 

www.goglra.org


